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1, During the night of 17 June 1953 a great number of tanks moved from the
direction of Johannisthal via Obersshoensweide toward Karlshorst.

2, On 19 June, T=3, tanks were employed on each street between the Stettiner
Bahvhof and Bornholmer Strasse, immediately bohimfﬁ:eotw boundary, &bt 3830

P.M, on 19 June T=3/ tenks with guards insignia and KVP units were observed

on Wolliner Strasse, Six T«34 tanks wers observed on Bernauer Strasse,

Ruppiner Strasse, Brunnenstrasse, and Strelitser Strasse, In the afternoon
on 19 June, Gleimstiasse and Wollankstrasse were blocked by T=34 tanks and

“medium AT guns,

3 Tn the afterncon of 19 June groups of KVP, without heavy weapons, were cbserved

neer the Oberbaumbruecke, on Koepsnicker Strasse, and on Treptower Chaussee.

4o On 19 June one third of the employess living in the Soviet sector failed to
veport for duty in a West Berlin plant, A similar situation was repcrted from

other firms,

5, On 18 June and prior to 11:60 P,M. on 19 June there were no refugees from the

Russian zone, Only participants in the riot of 17 June who ocould not return
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home reparted for reception at West Berlin refugee offices.

& security strip, 300 metors wide, was established along sthén: boundary between
West and East Berlin, which could not be entered because the VP and the Russians
opened fire agaimst persons who approached, No new refugees have arrived in
West Berlin sinoe 17 Jure.

ﬁrnmensirua, Tavalidenstrasse, and Prinsemstrasse were scheduled to be opened
from six o'olock dn the morning to 9100 PN, on 19 June, From noon om 19 Jume
to 10100 P.N, on 20 Jwne the soma) boundary in the Hennigsdorf-Frohnau areas was
completely blocked,

.AtYI:OOP.H. onl9hno four Tud4 tanks one AT gun, and one mortar were observed at

the intersection of Priedrichstrasse and Zimmerstrasse, with Soviet infantry
stationed 200 meters to the reap, There were three T-3, tanks near the Wertheim
department store, and Af cuns and mortars with an advanced observation post on
leipsiger Plats; ome T3/ tank on Bothanienmdamm, west of the church on Mariannen
Plats, backed by Soviet soldieps in foxholes; machine~gun emplacements on Prins
Albrecht Strasse,Notwaffic crossed the sector boundary in the Kreuzberg-
Tiergarten area on 19 Juns, »

Soviet tanks moved through Stahasdorf to Berlin on 17 June,

Pricr to 3:30 P,N, on 19 June, P«34 tanks, 4 AT guns, and soms motor vehicles
and a machine gum of the Soviet army were ocbserved in the area of Wilhelmstrasse,
Prins Albrecht Strasse, Zimmerstrases, and Friedrichstrasse,

X EVP man vith o Saxom accext etated. that he had arrived in Berlin on 18 June
and that hio’mﬁt had been told their transfer was made necessary by the
pc(ropa.ratim of the U,3. Foroes %o invade Bast Bbrlin.

From 16 to 19 June the Oross Qlienicke area was quite calm, The bus lines have
been stopped sines 17 June. Fpee circulation has not been restricted in the
surroundings of ﬂu locality bayond the owrfew hours,

The sector boundary ares from Jerusalemer Kirche to Sankt Thomas Kirche was
blooked by ordimary police only for three hours in the morning of 19 Jume,

Thres T-34 tanks, on® model BA<64 armored scout oar, end 12 Soviet soldiers were
seen near the Micheel Eirche, The trade-union house was strongly occupied by
crdinary polios, From 9:30 AN, %0 1840 PN, on 19 June the sector boundery in
the GleisdreieckeJepusalemer Kipohe area vas blocked by ordinary polise who

were supported by oms er two TeSd tanks on each strest,
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Up to 4:00 P,M, on 19 June the sector boundary from Moritz Platz to the Potsdamer
Platz area was blocked by ordimary policeonly, m personnel were seeh only on
Potsdamer Plats, The Soviet troops had retired about 300 meters on streets
leading to Wests Berlim, ':. A VP Kommissar on Kochstrasse stated that the VP
expeocted the road blocks to be discontimued within two days, Street cars
cireulated at long intervals in the Soviet sector, and there was little bicyele
and pedestrian traffio,

At 8:30 A.M, on 17 June four T-34 tenks, four armored persormel carriers, and
thres trucks occupied by soldiers wearing red-bordersd bleck epaulets and
carrying field equipment were observed moving on Ieipziger Strasse in Potsdam
and proceeding toward Berlin. At 9:30 A.M, on 18 June about 80 soldiers wearing
black-bordered orimson epaulets and carrying fisld equipment marched from the
direction of Potsdam toward Berlia, From 16 to 19 June there were no
demonstrations but only dlscussion groups observed in Potsdam, where martial
law was declared newertheless on 17 June with & curfew from 8200 P.M, to 6300 A.M.
Irhgullr steam-train traffic was observed from Potsdam to Berlin via the

Aussenring, On 19 and 20 June VP control posts permitted passage over the

Glienicker BEruecke, and restricted their control activity to the inspeotion of
East Germsn identification cards, |

It was alleged by a VP Senior Lisutenant that the repressive measures were
scheduled for relaxation on 22 June,

The berracks on Elsenstrasse in Treptow were ooccupied to capacity by a XKVP
unit, allegedly from Saxony, between 4300 and 6300 P.M, on 19 Juns. No heavy
weapons were seen, No Soviet troops were seen in Treptow on 19 June, The
Hauscbleute were ardered to IMuP to the evening of 19 June, persons absent .'
from home.

In the morning of 20 Juna the orossing point Prinzenstrasse was occupied by

10 ordinery policemen and two KVP's, Pedestrians had their identity cards
checked; then they were led into buildings located on Dresdener Strasse sbout
250 meters from the orossing point, Only women appeared to be released and
allowed to proceed,

On 18-19 June source observed tank units assembled on Hauptstrasse, Koepenicker
Chausses, and Rummelsburger Strasss near Wuhlheide from the Rummelsburg RR
station to Ostend Gestell on Weisskopf Strasse. Tanks were parked on both sides
of the streets in the faotory areas and parks, Eight mimdvunits conslsting of-
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T-34 tanks, JS-3 tanks, SU-85 guns, trucks with equipment, field kitchens,
radio vtrueka, amphibious trucks, and pontoons were observed. Forty JS-3

tanks were counted,

In the morning on 20 June 15 KVP's were seen at Potsdamer Platz and a 1like
number near Brandenburger Tor; no tanks or AT guns cbserved, There were three
machine-gun emplacements in rulhed buildings on Unter den Lindenm., Small mumbers
of tanks and members of the KVP were seen at various spots scattered throughout
East Berlin,

Prior to 1:00 P,M, on 20 June intensive traffis in both directions was observed
on the Glienicker Bruecke, No difficulties or objectlons by VPS werevobaemd,
except that identity cards were cheoked and women's handbegs searched,

From 8:00 A M, to 5100 P.M, on 18 and 19 June, paéaage from Weat to East Berlin
was prohibited, Each street in he Ste‘ttinerlBahnhof area was seoured by two
T-3; tanks and AT gans. The Bernauer Strasse subwey station meemed %o be open,
On 17 June the situation in Potsdem was calm except for some socuffles, Most
residents emplgyed in Berlin could not report for duty. A small number "off
freight trains moved on the outer ring via Genshagener Heide, Saarmund, and
Ostbahnhf, which required three hours, During the night of 17 June Soviet
troei:a with T3/ tanks and srmored scout cars left the Nedlitger Kasernen in
Potsdam toward East Berlin,

On 20 June the opinion wes expressed by SED funotionaries that it had been
intended to meet the wishes of the working class, but thet the events of 17
June had oanoeled these intentions and more rigorous measures oould now be
expacted,

The Bauunion Potsdam was working normally, while all branches of the Bauunionen
Potsdam 'é,nd Berlin, e,g. Fusrstenmberg and Ludwigsfelde, had not yet resumed work.

On 19 June the Gransee-Berlin rosfl wis blocked becauds '&f the movetents of 'motorized
columna, Tank movements were observed in Leipzig on 17 June.

On 20 June the zonal boundery nesr Hciienrade was still sealed,

Prior to the evening of 20 June the Russians allowed no West Berlin doctors or
medical persommel employed in East Berlin to cross the sector bou.ndary,'which
continued to be completely sealed off, Points so far considered weak for .
crossing from West Berlin to the Russian Zone are now more intensively sealed off,

maialy by the EVP, Soviet troops with heavy weapons retired from the fleld of
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of view near the sector boundary, but were concentrated on streets which would
not be observed from the West, Only the German police remained immediately near
the boundary, Since 20 June mail has again been exchangsd betwesen ﬁes‘t and East
Berlin, o

29.‘ Civilians and long-distance drivers statgd that on 16 June the VP was forced by

rioters in Magdeburg to open the prisons, On 17 June interzonal traff:lo on the
- Helmstedt-Berlin Autobahn was not hindered; indeed, strikingly careless controls
prevailed, At noon on 17 Junme, 20 tanks moved on the Autobahn east of Magdeburg
towards Magdeburg. Autobahn traffic was interrupted only from three tq f:l.ve
in the morning on 18 June. Riots ocowrred in Halle, leuna, and Lelpzlg. At
2:00 A.M, on 19 June three colummsof medium AA guns moved on the Magdeburg
Autobahn toward the wemt, On 17 June interszonsl traffic on the Topen-Berlin
Autobahn was unhindered; there were very careless controls, and no militery
traffic was observed, On 18 June traffic was interrupted for two hours in the
afternoon.

30. A railroad man from Brandenburg reported that by the afterncon of 19 June rail
traffic in the Russian zone was normal again, The situation in Brandenburg wes
allegedly iike that in East Berlin, and a great number of political ‘priscmers was
iiberated,

31,  Pricr to 16 June the Pasewalk post was oocupied to capaoity by the XVP, No
special activity was observed. However, on 15 Jum RR ocars were sssembled for
EVP shipments at the Weisswasser station, Entrairment was scheduled for the
night of 15 June, A

32, From 18.20 June all plants except the railrcad were on strike in the Halbérs‘ba.d’b

area., Work was partly resumed, without any easing of the tenseness on 20 Juns,

25X1 :'M’l |elements of the 12th Guards
25X1

Tank Division may heve been employed in the northern section of Berlin, This

assumption is supported by the blocking of the Gransee-Berlim road because of

troop movements on 19 June,

SECREY
Approved For Release 2005/05/24 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001600310008-2



Approved For Release 2005/05/24 : CIA-RDP80-00810A001600310008-2

At L At e S LR e s U R S L

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This D t talns in flecting the Na-:
tional Defensc of the United States, within the mean-
ing of Title 18, Sections 793 and 794, of the U.8. Code, as

I N Fo RM AT I O N R E PO RT to or ‘re:elxl)?t:y an u:::;i::lzsd ;el:sonofs“pal?ln:‘lt?ﬁ

by law. The reproduction of this form is prohibited.

SECRET
251
COUNTRY Fast Cermany . REPORT NO. 25X1
SUBJECT Influence of Semenov DATE DISTR. 2k June 1953
25X1 . NO. OF PAGES |
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT N0.| | 25X1

THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORf ARE DEFINITIVE.
* THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)

25X1 1. Deputy Minister President Utto Nuschke, who was releamsed by the suthorities in
West Berlin on 19 June 1953 and returned to the Russlan sector, alleges that
Ambassador V.S. Semenov had ingtructions from Moscow for & change in the political
policy in Fest Germeny. Semenov kas. indicated that additional new dlrectives
are in exlstence, Nuschke believes that the reunification of Germany on s
democratic -- not a Communist -- basls can be expected in the near future.

2. According to Nuschke, President Wilhelm Pieck and his daughter are in a
ganetorium. Former Foreign Minlster (eorg Dertinger is in prison, because it
hed been discovered that he was meking preparstlions to flee.

3. The Minlstry of State Security received ite orders during the recent disturbances
exclusively from Semenov, and Minister Wilhelm Zeisser 1s immediately sub-
ordinate to Semenov. No Eust Germen authoritles have been ellowed to issue
any indépendent orders. :

Lk, Nuschke hes heen temporerily errested on a charge of high treason.2

25X1 1. | |comment: It is believed that Semenov's.course, characterized by a
semblence of true concessions, will not be substantlally altered by the
. Boviet reaction to the Berlin riots.

25X1 2. | |Comment: Nuschke appeared to be lacking in confidence snd afraid of
\ alter Ulbricht., He dared not admit that he preferred to remein in
West Berlin.
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1, At a press conference in East Berlin on 6 Juns 1953, instructions were given
that the genmeral lime of the "new course" must be followed without hesitation,
- Consequently it is believed that the demonstrations of 16-17 June were at first
tolerated by the authorities im order to give expression to democratic freedom

in accordance with the new line,

R At the beginning the demonstrations were not interfered with by the "Peoplets

Poliee"; on the ocontrary, they were guided by the police according to precon—
ceived objectives. Only at a later stage was control lost by the govermment,
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